Where to Look For Big Mammals
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Gardiner, MT
North Entrance Entrance 7

The map shows the most likely place to
see the big mammals of Yellowstone. You

might see these and other animals in
other places in the park, or you might not

see any wildlife at all.
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Be a Wise Wildlife Watcher

o Stay at least 100 yards (91 m) away from
bears and at least 25 yards (23 m) away
from all other animals.

» Never stop in the middie of the road, use the
pullouts. Be safe and legal,

¢ Turn off your engine.
* Always talk quietly.

¢ To find out what people are observing, get out
of your car, approach them, and speak quietly.
Never call or shout from your car.
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Where Are the Bears?

During most of the 20th century, Yellowstone’s
bears were frequently seen alongside roads. That
changed when the park implemented an intensive
bear management program, which closed park
dumps and established strict food storage regula-
tions and penalties for feeding bears. Today, bears
have returned to their natural feeding habits and
are truly wild.

Grizzly:

shoulder hump present
rump lower than shoulders
3-1/2 feet at shoulder
200-700 pounds

An estimated 280-610 grizzly bears live in
Yellowstone. They are most commonly seen at dawn
and dusk in the Hayden and Lamar valleys, on the
north slopes of Mt. Washburn, and from Fishing
Bridge to the East Entrance.

Black:

shoulder hump usually absent
rump higher than shoulders

3 feet at shoulder

135-315 pounds

Black bears number 500-600 in the park. Look for
them in forested areas of Tower, Mammoth Hot
Springs, Old Faithful, Madison, Canyon, and near the
Northeast Entrance. Their colors range from black to
cinnamon to light brown.

CAUTION: Both black and grizzly bears may attack
when surprised at close range. You must stay at
least 100 yards from any bear.
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